
German

What do students say?
“I like the class size in German. It’s intimate and you get loads of 
individual attention.”

“A-level German is fun. You get to discuss interesting and  
controversial topics, which is really good for your spoken German.”

“I like the freedom I have to express my own ideas. It helps my 
German no end and is great fun.” 

Facilities, expeditions and more...

Members of Sixth Form are invited to 
participate in a biennial study trip or 
exchange. The students will be given 
opportunities to improve their speaking 
and writing skills ahead of the summer 
examinations through an experience of 
complete immersion in the German 
language and culture.

The Senior MFL Society runs jointly with 
Abingdon Events include lectures, debates, 
visits, films and themed dinners.

A new study trip to Berlin, joint with 
Abingdon School, starts from September 
2018. This is a cultural and linguistic trip  
(as apposed to an exchange) which lasts  
for 4 days. 

Who teaches it?

A ‘teacher in charge’ of German oversees the running of all aspects of the German Department  
and reports to the Head of MFL. We have one full time member of staff and one part time member  
of staff teaching German in Sixth Form. Both teachers are passionate about teaching literature and 20th 
century German cinema. We are lucky to have a very experienced German Assistant who helps students 
to improve their spoken skills through broadening vocabulary and working on spontaneous speech. 

Howard Thomson, i/c German

How is the subject taught?

Teaching is divided between two members of 
staff who will share seven teaching periods 
with you each week. At least one of these 
lessons will be scheduled in the Language 
Learning Centre. In addition the German 
Assistant sees students once per week in small 
groups to work on spoken skills. 

We develop the skills of listening, reading, 
writing and speaking to a high standard of 
fluency and accuracy. Lessons are interactive, 
discursive, and analytical focussing on 
accessible and familiar themes. The 
exploration of cultural elements forms a 
significant part of the course and the regular Results gained in 2018:

A-level German: 100% A*/ A

FACT FILE

Specification: AQA 2650 
Weblink: www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/
german-draft-7662

What will you learn?

The German A-level course introduces you to new  
areas of culture, language, literature, and current affairs. 
You will soon start to develop the skills required by a 
linguist at advanced level. The course is very liberating; 
a great deal more is expected from students in terms of 
bringing ideas, opinions, and current affairs knowledge 
to the classroom.

Topics studied: 

Aspects of German-speaking society

• The changing state of the family

• The digital world

• Youth culture: fashion and trends, music, television 

Artistic culture in the German-speaking world

• Festivals and traditions

• Art and architecture

• Cultural life in Berlin, past and present 

Multiculturalism in German-speaking society

• Immigration

• Integration

• Racism 

Aspects of political life in the German-speaking world

• Germany and the European Union

• Politics and youth

• German reunification and its consequences

use of all the School’s ICT resources adds 
another dimension to the learning 
experience.


